


A s and
R esearch
T ools in
A ncient
N ear

E astern
5 tdies

DANIEL C. SNELL

A WORKBOOK OF CUNEIFORM SIGNS

Undena

Publications

Malibu
1979



AIDS AND RESEARCH TOOLS IN ANCIENT NEAR EASTERN STUDIES

Editor: Giorgio Buccellati

© 1979 by Undena Publications, P. O. Box 97, Malibu, California 90265

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any
means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording or any information storage and retrieval
system, without permission in writing from the publisher

ISBN: 0-8900-3-058-8 3 E S48



Contents
Introduction . . + &+ 4 « =« & & & &
Section One (Signs 1 through 75) .
Section Two (Signs 78 through 126) .
Section Three (Signs 128 through 191)
Section Four (Signs 205 through 318)
Section Five (Signs 319 through 383)
Section Six (Signs 384 through 457)
Section Seven (Signs 461 through 554)
Section Eight (Signs 556 through 595)
Final QUiZ « 4 & & & o o + o« ¢ + o
Alphabetic _I.J.st of Values CEE

List of Signes . . « « &« & « &« & = =

.

i
1
19
16
54
71
a0
108
122
134
137

139



Introduction

Passive recognition is the usual goal of learning cun-
eiform signs in Akkadian instruction in Europe and America.
A method encouraging active use of the signs is presented
here on the grounds that an active knowledge of the signs
will stay longer with the student.

The idea for this workbook is taken from Japanese Kana
Workbook by P. G, 0'Neill (Palo Alto and Tokyo: Kodansha
International, 1967), which I have found successful in
teaching the Japanese syllabary. (1)

The signs to be taught were chosen on the basis of

their frequency in Giorgic Buccellati's list of sign fre-
quencies (2) in non-royal letters in F, R, Kraus' Altbaby-
oni igfe. (3) I am much ocbliged to Buccellati and his
students for this material and to him and Piotr Michalowski
for other helpful comments. All signs presented here occur
as more than 0,10% of that corpus. For simplicity only the
more frequently attested values of the signs are taught here.

I have used Buccellati's list of sign frequencies be-
cause it is the only one available to me, but it does intro-
duce a logical contradiction into this work: though the
sign forms are Neo-Assyrian, the signs taught are chosen on
the basis of a corpus from 1000 years earlier. This contra-
diction can be accepted on the grounds that the 0ld Babylonian
peried is in many ways regarded as a classical pericd both by
the ancients who locked back to it for nerms in various areas
and alsc by moderns who frequently use its relatively simple
syllabary and texts for beginning instruction in Akkadian.
One might argue that it would have been valuable to present
the signs in their 0ld Babylonian forms, but that would make
it difficult for the beginner to consult the various manuals
that are organized according to Neo-Assyrian sign forms.

This work is not, cbviously, an original contribution
to syllabary study, but merely a systematic way of learning
some of the more frequently used signs. Ideally it should
be used as part of a course with a teacher who will ask stu-
dents to learn sign values and signs that will be of use to
them in the readings planned. It should be used in conjune-
tien with R. Labat's Manuel d'Epigraphie akkadienne (5th ed.,
Paris: Geuthner, 1976), which gives a more complete list of
sign values from all periods of cuneiform writing as well as
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the sign forms in the major periods. W. von Soden and

W. Rollig's Das Akkadische Syllabar (3rd ed., Rome: Pontif-
ical Biblical Institute, 1976) will also be useful in that
it presents attestations for the syllabic values in various
periods.

I would suggest that the student try to learn three or
four signs a day and that he work on them every day for at
least a short time so as not to lose the knowledge gained.

The student should concentrate on the vocabulary which his
teacher recommends and which occurs in the texts he is read-
ing and not pay much attention to that used here. The point
throughout this workbook is to learn the signs and not the
vocabulary. It has not always been possible to use real words
in the examples since, especially at the beginning, the student
will not know enough signs. Though this practice may not be
scientifically gratifying, there is good precedent for it. (4)
In any case, it should be stressed that this manual is inten-
ded to teach the practice of recognizing the graphic structure
of individual cuneiform signs, not the theory of the graphemic
system; hence rare spellings or rare words, as well as sign
configurations without lexical meaning, appear justifiable on
paedagogical grounds. Hote that an asterisk (*) preceding a
form given as an example shows that that particular spelling is
not actually attested. The number before the first occurrence
of the sign indicates its number in Labat's Manuel.

At the end of the workbook one will find an alphabetical
index of the values presented here, and there is an index to
the =signs in the order taught.

I owe a debt of thanks to the students in my beginning
Akkadian class at the University of Washington in 1975-1976,
and to those in the class of Benjamin Foster at Yale in the
same year for their helpful criticisms. Patricia S. Gustafson's
help has been important at several stages of the workbook's
development, and I am thankful to her. A grant from the
Connecticut College Faculty Research and Travel Fund supported
the final typing of the manuscript, and the sympathetic support
of that institution is deeply appreciated.

I present this workbook in memcry of Clair John Snell,
who always believed that an intelligent person with a good
book could learn anything.

DCcs
Hew Londeon, Connecticut
May 1978



Notes
to
Introduction

(1) Compare S. Lieberman, The Sumerian Loanwords in
Old-Babylonian Akkadian (HSS 22, Missoula: Scholars, 1977),
esp. pp. 551-558, for a stimulating application of data on
the Japanese writing system to cuneiform problems.

(2) Fortheoming in the series: Cyberpetica Mesopo-
tamica: m. ion, Undena Publications.

(3) (Leiden: Brill, 1964- )}, The non-royal corpus
was chosen because it is larger than the royal corpus. No
attempt was made to compare the two.

(4). See the review of D. H. Roop, An Introduction to

the Burmese Writing System (New Haven, 1972) JAOS 95.3

1975) 536f by J. A. Matiscff. Matisoff observes, "The
step-by-step presentation makes it necessary for Roop to
use nonsense syllables to illustrate many consonant-vowel
combinations. Par from being a defect ..., this trains the
student from the outset to view Burmese writing as a logi-
cal system that he gan use productively. It encourages
him to guess at the spelling of words he has heard but not
yet seen written down."

(5) The order of the signs goes back apparently to
Edwin Norris in 1868; see the note by K., Hecker, ZA 63
(1974) 305 n. 2. --Akkadian words in this workbook are
underlined; Sumerian words, usually the logographic read-
ing of the signs, are given all in capitals. A logogram
is a sign that stands for an entire word. In Akkadian texts
Sumerian words are frequently used to stand for their
Akkadian equivalents,



Section One

This workbook is divided into boxes; in the
boxes you are to write responses to questions,
usually the English pronunciations, termed trans-
literations, of signs or the signs themselves.
To the right of the next box below you will find
the correct answer given. Instead of actually
filling in the responses one could write re-
sponses on paper placed under the box and also
covering the correct answer; then one could go
through parts of the book several times without
having to erase the answers.

The signs will be presented for ease of mem-
ory not in the order of our alphabet but in the
order of their shapes. This is the order used in
Assyriological manuals. The order is from hori-
zontal ¥— to ‘\ to vertical T . Each part
of the sign is ordered independently so that, for
example, all signs that begin with a éingle wedge
come before any that begin with two. Remembering
the order of the signs is not important, but it
may be useful to remember which signs look like
others, how they differ and how they are alike.

Correct
answers to
questions
asked in
the larger
box on the
left above
will be
given in
this
column.




1 The first sign is pronounced a%., 1In Assyr-
iology as in other language studies, ¥ equals
English sh as in ship. A3 is written: »—
Make the wedge first, then draw the line:

[ v —

— is the usual sign in many periocds for F—
the syllable . repeated
Carefully copy the sign for a% until you ak
feel confident about remembering it.

ad as a% as a¥

as a% a% a% as

What does the symbol ¥ stand for in English (e
writing? repeated




The second important sign begins with
wedge(s), following the convention that the
several signs that begin with one wedge precede
those that begin with two.

5 It is ba: Wl .

Copy it carefully, starting with the leftmost
wedge and working to the right.

(- I [ T ]

one

Practice ba until you can remember it.

ba ba ba ba ba

ba ba ba ba ba

Transliterate this Akkadian word:

T

repeated
T L - et
The sign as is *ba-ad
The sign ba is ;::az:d'
(construct)
—

T



6 The sign zu is similar to_g!,?ch , but has
two verticals instead of one: HZI[ .
Practice zu:

zZu zZu zZu zu zu

zu T zu zu zu zu

It is easy to confuse ba, E , and ‘_m

repeated

The group of signs ¥— hoJ W=

nothing, but it would be transliterated

means

wT
=1

Practice zu and ba until you feel confident
you can tell them apart:

zu ba zu ba

a¥-ba-zu

ba zu

T T

repeated




13 The next sign is Hv:f'— , read DINGIR, the
Sumerian word for 'god'. In Akkadian contexts
this reading occurs as a determinative before
names of gods; in transliteration it appears as
a raised d before the gods' names. DINGIR also
has a syllabic reading as the syllable an. Only
context can determine whether the logographic or
syllabie value is meant. Practice it until you
think you can remember it: W , '

DINGIR DINGIR DINGIR DINGIR DINGIR

DINGIR DINGIR DINGIR DINGIR DINGIR

T
[

Transliterate: [aanlic'= QR W:F—
el =10 repeated
Put into cuneitorm: zu ba a¥ DINGIR DINGIR ba
DINGIR zu

T PR o
meanings)
Practice DINGIR. 1%\ 4 (L

DINGIR D
ING INGIR DINGIR DINGIR DINGIR = wi-
\_DTHGIR DINGIR DINGIR DINGIR DINGIR
e

repeated



15 The next sign is ka: WEEY . Write it, as
usual working from left to right. Note that the

top line is not indented as in ba: w3 versus
T L ey e - - IR, — U - - R
ka ka ka ka ka
ka ka ka ka ka

Transliterate: ¥iief W =

=5 0 e = repeated
Remember WX = by its trailing e T ka-zu
unlike other signs we have seen. ka-a¥
Practice it until you have some confidence with (both
it: meaning-
less)
ka ka ka ka ka
ka ka kKa ka ka

P

repeated




55 The next sign is la: ¥YH . Note that it
has three wedges following the initial one.

Try it: W~ TS o ' VE .

la la la la la

Transliteratetwl'ﬂ e e
o= TG = = B

e

repeated

Put inte cuneiform: *la-ba-as "may I not be
Put to shame"

ka-la

'all'
ba-la-la
'to mix'
(accusative)

Put into cuneiform: zu-la-an (no meaning)

H v

Practice la until you feel confident about
it; draw the wedge first for each line,

la la la la la

la la la la la

T T W

W

repeated



58  The next sign, tu, rﬁ , begins like la,
AT, but has another E above and behind it,

Trygg:h—,h-—T,hH,"‘g .

tu tu tu tu tu

Put into cuneiform: rEE

ka-tu ‘'weak’ *la-zu ‘lasting’ Fepoated

Lol i [ ]

Transliterate: pﬁp:‘pfiﬁ'
yﬁ )‘ﬁ m and
o W

Practice tu until you gain some confidence tu-ba
with it. The next sign is similar to it, so it (no meaning)
would be well to get tu in mind before going on. | *ka-la-as
"all of it
tu tu tu tu tu
tu tu tu tu tu

T

repeated




59 The next sign differs from Eg,rfﬂa . in
that it has another vertical and also in that the

top horizontal has a tail. The sign is 1i,

Try it: mp T, BT, BT R

1i 1i 1i 1i 1i

1i 1i 1i 1i 1i

Put into cuneiform:

VT

li-la-tu ‘night!' ba-1i (no meaning) Eepeated
Transliterate:” *FET’H)'E’

VT T T o

v VEET

Practice li until you gain some confidence
with it. Be sure to keep it distinct in your

mind from tu.
1i tu 1i tu 1i
1i 1i 1i 1i 1i

li-ba-a¥
(no meaning)
*1li-tu
‘victory'

EET

repeated



61 The mu sign is phe . Though simpler than
tu and li, it is perhaps harder to make because
the trailing wedges are at an angle.

Practice it: ¥ , v,k e Sl
mu mu mu_ mu my
mu mu mu mu mu
Transliterate: g

¢ T O v

repeated

Put intc cuneiform:

la-ba-mu (no meaning) zu-mu (no meaning)

mu-tu
"husband'
ka-la-mu
‘everything’

Practice mu until you feel some confi-

dence with it:

mu mu mu mu muy

mu mu mu mu mu

VB T v
VT v

e

repeated



=

one can remember that it is

62 The next sign is ga, Though it
resembles ba, ryT .

simpler than ba and has one wedge at an angle.

11

Try it: ¥ , T, v B
—a ga ga ga qa |
gqa qa qa ga qa
Transliterate: v— F] W] = S =
HT T vl _ repeated
Put into cuneiform: *ga-la-la 'to be light'| a¥-ba-ga
(accusative) | ga-zu-mu
l l ‘ (no meanina)
Also put into cuneiform: ga-tu ‘hand' = ‘.ﬁ L=}

Practice ga. Be sure to keep it distinct in

your mind from ba.

da ba ga ba ga
qa ga qa qa qa

o

A

repeated
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68 The next sign is ru, ém . Draw the hori-
zontal first, then the verticals, then stick in

the two diagonal wedges: , . , I , g
Try it:
ru ru ru ru ru
ru ru ru ru ru

Transliterate: sIH b-F,E; = SI]

&m 'f'ﬂ = repeated
Put into cuneiform: ru-tu
'wife'
ba-ga-ru
'to start a law suit’ a¥-r GILaca %;%e'

‘ | ’ (accusative)

L]

Practice ru: \rﬁ 'PAT ﬂn’

ru ru ru ru ru
y— I

ru ru ru ru ru

By

repeated




69 The next sign to learn is the sign be,

(—y . Try it: ¥ c < < .

be be be be be
—h2

be be be be be

13

Be should be distinguished from F— ; —<
which is read and which has no tail. repeated
Transliterate: < WJ = a¥
frmr o<
Write in cuneiform: be-la
be-ru '(distance E;grd' tive)
be-li ‘my lord' measure of more than cusative
10 kilometers)' ru-be
‘nobles’

[NV R S

Practice be and ad to make sure you can keep

them apart in your mind.

be a% be ad be
be be be be be

v~ T
< I

<
repeated
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70  The next sign is na, »<T , written < i
[y , YT . Practice na; one might think of
it as be plus part of ga:

na na na na na
na na na na na
Transliterate: FCT M7 = T

’ﬁﬂ "‘E! H"‘[ repeated

Put into cuneiform: na-ga
'"to offer'
na-ru ‘'stele’ An-tu '(a goddess)' | {accusative)
ka-la-na
L | ‘ | | (no meaning)
Practice na until you feel sure of it. <7 ‘$Iﬂ

na na na na na H% ﬁ

na na na na na

<

repeated




73 The next important sign is ti, ¥<I{ , which
starts like be: ¥< , WT , v<T{ , and has a
wedge on the other side of its wvertical in con-
trast to na, +<T . Try it:

ti i ti ti ti

ti ti ti ti ti

15

Transliterate: T4
<
R = WT O K S
Put into cuneiform: ga-ti-ka
'of your
hand'
mu=ti ‘my husband' ba-la-ti

ba-ga-ru-ti i
(no meaning) |

"of the life"

Keep ti distinct from nat

ti na ti na ti

P& T

T ¥
[SulEl

< T

repeated
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75  The next sign is nu, which is al plus a cross

stroke running from below to above it: ¥~ .
Try it:

nu nu nu nu nu

nu nu nu nu nu

Transliterate: vl Y= =

repeated
—T .

Put inte cuneiform:

ba-nu ‘to build' an-nu 'this’

1T 1 [

Zu-nu
ak-nu-ka
(no meaning)

Practice nu until you feel sure of it.

nu nu nu nu nu

W

nu nu nu nu nu

on the next page is a quiz on all the signs
studied so far. Write the signs in the appropri=-
ate boxes and turn to the next page for the

AnsSwers.

o

repeated




Section One

QuUIZ
1. ti 2. ad 3. 11
4. mu 5. nu 6. la
7. ga 8. DINGIR 9. be
10. ba 11. na 12. tu
13. ka 14, zu 15. ru

17
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ANSWERS
1. ti 2. ad 3. 14
(T« — ==l
4. mu 5. nu 6. la

ETL

7. ga 8. DINGIR 9. be
= zan <
10. ba 11. na 12. tu
=l T e
13. ka 14, zu 15. ru

425!

W

S

If you forgot one sign, practice it below and then go on.
1f you forgot more than one, go back to the sections in which
the signs were presented and work through them again;

on to page 19.

Sign




Section Two

78 The next sign is Rpu, =41 , which starts like
be: V< , FK , ¥KT . The symbol b is used to
indicate a sound like German ch in Buch or Scot-
tish ch as in loch. Try hu:

hu hu hu hu hu

Transliterate: H'(T )"IET -

e YT - b

VKT

repeated

Put into cuneiform:

*hu-ba
(meaning

na-pu ‘'to rest' zu-hu (no meaning) | unknown)
la=hu
| | | L]
Practice H
bu T VKT

hu hu hu hu hu

Wl KT

VT

repeated
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79  The next sign is nam, YKT# | which begins
like pu, VKT , but adds four wedges after:
YT . Try it:

nam nam nam nam nam
nam nam nam nam nam
Put inte cuneiform: PRI
ba-nam nam-ka repeated
(meaningless) {meaningless)

1L

Transliterate: P‘,}:T mﬁ
W R T s T
A o

Practice nam until you feel sure of it. Be | zu-ka-nam

(no meaning)

sure to keep it separate in your mind from bu.

nam-r

g '
nam bu nam hu nam shining
nam nam nam nam nam

PRI VKT

repeated




80 The next sign is ik, iq,

which begins with

21

bu but adds only two wedges: FKT& . Try it:
ik ik ik ik ik
ik ik ik ik ik

Transliterate: FET& ¥ = 17 PR
FET4 ;:In WY - repeated
Put inte cuneiform: *ig-be
'he said'
*ig-ga-a% ‘it was given' ik-mu “they bound"| jk-ru-ba
| [ J ] =
Practice ik and be sure to keep it separate | VRI€ ¥ y—

in your mind from nam.

ik

nam

ik

ik

ik

ik

ik

ik

ik

FL v

VT4 PRTE

repeated



22

84 The sign zi, ¥A% |, begins a new series of
shapes. Note especially the arrangement of its
last three wedges: Fr— R = : LU i
Try it:
zi zi zi zi zi
zi zi zi zi zi
Transliterate: FT# H¢ = S
S F = = . repeated
Put into cuneiform: Zzi-mu
‘face'
ba-z *zi-tu
(no meaning) ‘share’
li-zi-ka
(no meaning)
Practice zi: ] P FRTé
. e s kel
zi zi zi zi zi
|
|
zi zi zi zi zi

sif o
repeated



85 The next sign

with zi, rA% .

in zi is open just

, gi, ¥4 , is easily confused
Note that the final element

as the letter z is open, while

23

that in gi & is closed like g. Try gi:

gi gi gi gi gi
gi gi gi gi gi

Transliterate: W& T = P4

W4 vR4 - repeated
Put into cuneiform: gi-na
"regular cffering"
‘distant ones' (accusative)

af-gi (no meaning)

ru-ga-tu

| |

zi-gi
Tno meaning)

Practice zi and gi.

gi zi

gi zi gi

— V4

o vy

V4 YHE

repeated
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86 The next sign, ri, re, WT{[ , resembles bu,
VKT , but has one more vertical before the
diagonal wedge: W VT WK AKT | 1ry it:

ri ri ri ri ri
ri ri ri ri ri
Transliterate: YIRT
T KT "ﬁ repeated
T OVTRT A
Put into cuneiform: ri-hu-tu
N " - " "offspring"
-gqa- ' t ka-ri '
E. a-tu empty ones a=ri of a quay s
‘of your
L L stele’
Practice ri. Be sure to keep it distinct in | VIKT v i

your mind from pu.

ri hu ri hu ri

ri ri ri ri ri

T HTRT

FITT VKT
repeated
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94  The next sign is tim, y—}t& . It begins

somewhat like ri, WT , but has a wedge at the
foot of the first vertical and then three slanting
wedges forming a triangle.

Try it: W Nl PR = okl & o

tim tim tim tim tim

Transliterate: o] FRA BB O B i

Vi y—l} = repeated
Put into cuneiform: u-tim
o meaning)
tim-mu *ba-nu-tim e,
‘empaling stake' ‘of ' ga-tim
5 o = offheauty, ‘of a hand'
Practice tim until you feel sure of it: y#. 4
tim tim tim tim tim W v—%
tim tim tim tim tim

e

repeated
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97 The next sign is ak, ag, ag, @ ol 5

resembles ka, WY , though only superficially.
Try ak: T A T
ak ak ak ak ak
ak ak ak ak ak

Transliterate: F{E’— gﬂ -
R4 -

repeated

Put into cuneiform:

*ag-be 'I said' ag-nu (no meaning)

e T

ag-ru
‘hired man'
ag-gi

‘of an
angry one'

Be sure to keep ak and ka distinet in your
mind.

ak ka ak ka ak

ak ak ak ak ak

(&
PP -

FEE

repeated



99 The next sign is en, ?EI
Vi, HE . Try it

, written ¥T

27

en en en en en
en en en en en
Transliterate:

21 rEEY = repeated
— BT Y -
Put into cuneiform: en-tu
' (type of
priestess)"'

en-mu
(no meaning)

en-ka-li-ga 1
(no meaning])

?Q_‘“—J
no meaning)

Practice en. Be sure to keep it distinct in

your mind from pu.

en bu en

hu

en en en

en

en

il ¥

A
EET .

18

repeated
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104 The next sign.is sa, ¥ , written ,
: ¢ ),ﬁ . Be sure to indent the top
horizontal, or sa will look like ir, a sign to
be learned later. Try sa:

sa sa sa sa sa

sa sa sa sa sa

Transliterate: .’5

)’Sr Pﬁ = repeated
v =T =

Put into cuneiform: *qa-sa

u (no meaning) la 't ' E T
sa-| ning —Sa-mu o run
sabu T Sy At *sa-na-ga

'to check'

L

I I |

(accusative)

Practice sa.

53 s5a 5a s5a 5a

sa s5a sa s5a sa

vew VKT
v

v

repeated



The next sign is IKU,;;I , a logogram for

1 area measure, with the Akkadian egquivalent
iki. It is exactly like sa, B¢ , except that it
has a final vertical. Try it: ,_ , T ,

L.

IKU IKU IKU _ TKU IKU

IKU IKU IKU IKU IKU

29

With IKU the sign a¥, »— , stands for the

number one. The a¥ may be repeated up to five

el

times to express the numbers one through five. repeated
Transliterate:
— S
e R T AT
Put into cuneiform: 1 IKU
3 IKU 5 IKU 4 IKU
Practice IKU and sa. e yﬁ:
IKU sa IKU sa IKU
IKU IKU IKU IKU IKU

Wl A

repeated
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111 The next sign is GUR, Y] , a logogram for a
volume measure. The Akkadian equivalent is kurru.
GUR somewhat resembles IKU, ﬁ[ , but it has no
interior verticals and two on the end.

'l‘ryil::nr._ ,\,_I ,b:T ,y"—'TT L

GUR GUR GUR GUR GUR

GUR GUR GUR GUR GUR

With GUR the sign a¥, »— , stands for the
number one. The al may be repeated up to nine

repeated
times to express the numbers one through nine.
Transliterate: y— AT - —
<o - 3. |
Put into cuneiform: 1 GUR
7 GUR

5 GUR 9 GUR

[ I B

Practice GUR until you feel sure of it.

GUR GUR GUR GUR GUR

GUR GUR GUR GUR GUR

gt
e v

=1

repeated



112 The next sign is si, ™| , which is exactly
like GUR, YT , except that the top horizontal

is longer in sgi.

Try it: ¥ o | ,‘F" ,W .

31

si si si si si
sl si si 81 si
Transliterate: ’ﬂT
T f—_ repeated
WT W W .
Put inte cuneiform: si-zu

ag-si-tu
(no meaning)

si-ga-ru
(no meaning)

(no meaning)

Practice gi until you feel some confidence
with it. Be sure to keep it distinct in your
mind from GUR.

si GUR. si GUR si

si si si si si

T T

repeated
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115 The next sign is SAG, HTE , a logogram for)
'head, top', with the Akkadian equivalent ré&fu.
Its first element is gi, WT , and its second is|
pa, EF , @ sign to be learned later.
Tey it: YT W L WE AT .
SAG SAG SAG SAG SAG
SAG SAG SAG SAG SAG
Transliterate: WITHE
T M VR -
repeated
W e -
Put into cuneiform: SAG mu-tim
'husband's
SAG eql=ik)-14 head'
, =
top part of a field' SAG-ka
| [ "your head'
Practice SAG until you feel sure of it. WITE FCTA
SAG SAG SAG SAG SAG VR
SAG SAG SAG SAG SAG
TR
repeated
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126 The next sign is Xum, ';ﬁ. , written
= LB L Es - Try e
Zum Zum Sum Sum Zum
Sum Sum Sum Eum um
Transliterate: Ffi
vKT -
j==SP 3 - -
<211
Put into cuneiform: Aum-mu-hu
‘very
*nu-%um ‘a plant’ *na-3um ‘'to carry' | luxuriant’'
*Lum-ru
[ ‘ 1 'wildness'
Practice fum until you feel sure of it. ;74 ﬁs\
Zum Zum Zum Zum Sum w1 t&
Sum Eum Sum Sum Sum
On the next page is a quiz on all the signs tﬁ
studied so far. repeated
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Section Two
QuUIZ
1. zi 2. a% 3. SAG 4. ka 5. sa
6, tim 7. IKU 8., ba 9, ri 10, ti
1l. nam 12, si 13. ak 14. bu 15.DINGIR
16, ik 17. 1i 18. nu 19, Zum 20. mu
21, gi 22. tu 23, en 24, na 25, ga
26, GUR 27. ru 28. zu 29, la 30. be




1. VR4

11, FKT4

16, VKT

21, ¥4

26. T

7. v
12. |7
17. T
22, VRl

27. o

ANSWERS

3. TR
8. T
13. AR
18. %~
23.¥3F

28. =207

4.
9. HHKT
14, FT
19. g

24, VT

29. 46

5. VR

10, WK

15, W

20, i

25, ¥1

30,4

If you forgot one sign, practice it here and then go

on to Section Three.
to the places where they were first presented and work

If you forgc. more than one, go back

through the parts dealing with them; then go on to Section

Three.

Sign
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Section Three

128 The next sign is ab, ap,
gins exactly like Fum, ¥

==

, but instead of a

diagonal it has a vertical at the end.

Try it: | 1] o e ., HT

It be-

ab ab ab ab ab
ab ab ab ab ab
Put into cuneiform: BT
ba-ab-tu ‘'city quarter' ap-tu ‘window' repeated
Transliterate: hﬂ. ?ﬂb&'
Y < B

W BT T o e TSN A At S0 O]

BT e

Practice ab and be sure to keep it distinct

in your mind from Xum.

ab Zum ab

ab

ab ab ab

ab

ab

ab-be
'fathers'

*la-ab-ba-aS-tu
‘dressed’

T OHS

repeated



130 The next sign, uk, uq, ug, ;F_A,_Tr , begins
like ab but has two elements inscribed. The last
element in wk is &y , the sign UTU, to be

Its presence may be a memory aid
like UTU, begins with |

learned later.
to remind scribes that uk,
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the sound u. Try uk:f ,L—: B =g J{E‘j
uk uk uk uk uk
uk uk uk uk uk
Transliterate: \':E’i
V_ H)E L — repeated
Put into cuneiform: nu-uk-zu
(no meaning)
bu-uk-mu ru-ug-tu
(no meaning) i ‘far'
(feminine)
tu-uk-ka-an-nu ‘'bag’
Practice uk until you feel sure of it. FKT;;E A
uk uk uk uk uk a,
aail- o
uk uk uk uk uk

PR

repeated
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131 The sign as, az, asg, ;:'1’423 , is exactly like
uk except for the last interior element. This
element is the sign sa, ﬂ , which will be
learned later; it may have been put in as to re-
mind scribes that the sounds which as represented
also included a sound g. (§ is the transliter-
ation for a sybillant co;vent;onally pronounced
as if it were English ts.)

Try as: T, PRW, FER .

as as as as as
as as as as as
Transliterate: h:g
v t%:ji @Iﬂ S TR BT repeated
Ve ATERDT PR
ga-as-ru

li-ik-ka-as

(no meanings)



Put into cuneiform:
as-nu-uk (no meaning)

R

*ik-ka-ab-ba-as ‘'he walks in'

R E o

39

Practice as and uk until you are sure of

them.
as uk as uk as
as as as as as

FAH 1 AR

VRIE HPY
WY WY piw

R R

repeated
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134 The next sign, um, B JIT , again begins more
or less like ab, BT , but has three final

verticals instead of cne: |-

BRI - Try um.

B v

um um um um um
um um um um um
Transliterate: BT
BT F¢ BT = repeated
WY R 4RI =
Put into cuneiform: um-mu-um
'‘mother '
9 na-ak-ru-um
Sa=pu-um 'stranger’
'well-formed’ T

ga-tu-um
and'

Practice um, as, and uk.

um as uk um as
[ uk ] um ‘ as uk [ um
as uk um as uk

L[]

W BT
W o T

sl

repeated



139 The next sign is ta, ¥ . Like um, 5T,
it ends in three verticals but begins differ-

ently:F— pE pF  EET VBT . Try it:

4l

ta ta ta ta ta
|
ta ta ta ta ta
Transliterate: ;EHT

BT v T
M BT W L il

repeated

Put into cuneiform:

sa-na-ak-ta (no meaning)

l

*ik-ta-ru-ba ‘'he then prayed’

|

ta-a¥-ba

‘you became

satisfied'

ta-la-ab-ba-a¥
no meaning

Practice ta and um until you feel sure you
can tell them apart.

ta um ta

Vi T
PR T

VKTA pEITT
Sufiiag

ta ta ta ta ta

= e

repeated
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142 The next sign, i, FE , has no verticals:
F FE . Try it:

v

i i 1 i i
i i i i i
Transliterate: H

ti)ﬁ#m - repeated
HE T BT Y '

Put into cuneiform: i-ba-ga-ru
'they start
i-ta-mu ‘they say' i=li ‘my god' a law suit’

I o

Practice i until you feel sure of it. ]:E rﬂ'ﬂ'i’%‘

i i i i i FE"%T

He

repeated




142a The next sign is ia, t%ﬂ? , which is
simply a combination of i, W& , and a, T% A

a sign to be learned later.

Try it: F == ,FE ,FE? .
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ia ia ia ia ia
ia ia ia ia ia
Transliterate: F*ﬂ?
ol *ﬁET 'FH? = repeated
Smoww VR B
Put into cuneiform: be-li-ia
‘of m
ia-nu ‘it is not* ia-mu-tu ‘'each’ lord’
*ru-ti-ia

g

'of my spittle*

Practice ia until you feel sure of it. Keep
it distinct in your mind from i.

ia i ia i ia

ia ia ia ia ia

cid e
g

VR VE

repeated
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144 The next sign is DUMU, ;E , a logogram
meaning 'son', with the Akkadian translation maru.
It is exactly like i, bEE , except that it has
a vertical wedge inserted at the rear.

Try it: F N FE n tﬁ .

‘ DUMU DUMU DUMU DUMU DUMU
DUMU DUMU DUMU DUMU DUMU
Transliterate: }:E

FE "i(‘ i - repeated
HE T Ko

Put into cumeiform: *DUMU mu-ti
'husband's
DUMU ru-be ‘nobleman’ son'

DUMU ba-nu-tu
'member of
the nobility'?

i-na DUMU-ka 'in your son'

|- S

Practice DUMU and be sure to keep it distinct] FE %111' —
in your mind from i: *

DUMU i DUMU i DUMU FE M
f B Y
Lz

DUMU DUMU DUMU DUMU DUMU

HE OV

repeated




145 at, ad, ¥HJ , begins like i, §= , but
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has a final vertical: F A . 2=
Try it:
at at at at at
at at at at at
Transliterate: ==
e - repeated
VH -
Put into cuneiform: at-tu-nu
Tryour
i-ta-ad-nu (no meaning) (plural)
*at-mu
'to
discuss'

ag-ba-at 'I got'

R

Practice at to distinguish it from ab.

at ab at ab at

at at at at at

| repeated
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147 The next sign is si, Wl , which is at,

}:E’ , plus another vertical. Try it:
gi si 5i si si
8i si si si si
Transliterate: ;:g]'
ﬁ FEIT = repeated
Put into cuneiform: tu-gi
you went
gi-ru 'extraordinary’ gi-nu ‘'evil’ out'
si-i-tu

SRS R

'going out'

Practice gi to keep it distinct in your mind
from at.

i at gi at si

si 51 si si si

WA g
VT W~

2210828

repeated




148 The next sign is in, pByF , written p_

'FE R :ﬁ « Try it:

47

in in in in in
in in in in in
Transliterate: =~

- e S
b AT

repeated

Put into cuneiform:

ti-in-nu (no meaning)

[

si-in-tu {no meaning)

L]

in-ba
*fruit'
(accusative)
in-hu
'suffering’

Practice in until you are sure of it.

in in in in in

in in in in in

W< el
VAT B

v

repeated
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152 The next sign is 3ar,¢EYY , which begins
with two horizontals and somewhat resembles ka,
WIH  , at the end. Try it: = LE

’

Sar Sar Sar Lar Sar
&ar Zar Sar Sar Sar
Transliterate:

e T

o AT = repeated
Put into cuneiform: Bar-ru-tu
ki ip'
Sar-ri-ru *hucBar j‘:-;::-ﬂ:ip
*stooping' 'hematite® (7) s
(absolute state) Ing:;:?us-

i [ ]

Practice Bar until you feel sure of it.
Keep it distinct in your mind from ka.

Zar ka Zar ka far

P vv 1
QO

PET T

repeated



- 49

170 The next sign is am, [z , written ™
Y& . & « Try it:
am am am am am
am am am am am
Transliterate:

o
T

repeated
— YH & :
Put into cuneiform: am-si
*ig-be-am 'he said to me' 'I washed'
as-la-am
T =
(accusative)
am-na-am 'I counted out'
Practice am. VT4 < TR
am am am am am B T
am am am

o

| repeated
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172 The next sign is bi,F&FT . The acute
accent on the bi shows that this sign is the
second in theoretical frequency in signs that are
read bi. A grave accent, , would show a sign is
third in frequency. After that subscribed num-
bers are used to distinguish signs in transliter-
ation, like bi..

Bi is composed of am, f& , plus 61§, V¥ , a
sign to be learned later.

Try bi: ™, @r L BE .

bi bi bi bi bi
bi bi bi bi b
Transliterate: =124
BT AR T = repeated
VT4 RV N
Put into cuneiform: *bi-ri-ti
- ‘of an
mg-égr-bi ‘increaser of ...' *ga-bi ‘'is said' | alley'
I £
'he said'
. i pELT by
Practice bi and am.
. , [al=i=d
bi am bi am bi
bi bi bi bi bi
=2 i=

repeated



191 The next sign is kun,m , composed of
one af, »— , and three be's, < ¥

Try it: =% B — o o S

51

kum kum kum kum kum
kum kum kum kum kum
Transliterate: k‘—‘tﬁ
ﬁTT =) == = repeated
R e I b et L
Put into cuneiform: *ta-ba-kum
'to pour
*sa-ka-kum 'to obstruct' Zar-kum ‘puss’ out'
*la-kum
- I —

Practice kum until you are sure of it.

kum kum kum kum kum

kum kum kum kum kum

v T
o]

VR R

On the next page is a quiz over all the signs
studied so far.

atad

repeated
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Section Three

Quiz
1. ak 2, tu 3. kum 4. ia 5, be
6. 1i 7. SAG 8. ga 9, zu 10, ru

11. sa 12, in : 13, =zi 14, tim 15, ik

16. Sum ‘ 17, ta - 18, DUMU | 19, Sar 20. uk

21, gi 22.DINGIR 23, bi 24. ri 25. bu

26. la 27, si 28. GUR 29, 1 30, at

3l. am 32, ti 33, 34, nu 35, as

I

f}ﬁ. na 37, ka 38, um 39, si 40, mu

41, nam _42. ba 43, a3 44. en 45. IKU
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ANSWERS

LR 2, o Ef= = 4. ¥R 5. <
6. EET 7. WITE: 8.v% 9. vETY 10, 0T
1. 12.8m 13074 14. Vg% 15. VR4
6. F 17.EmT 18.HF 19688 20, pEE
21.7H4  22.n¥ 23, R 24 AR 25. VKT
26,78 27.W7 28,7 29. 8 3089
3L 32.WK 3397 340 35. FR%
36047 ITFRT 38 T 39.¥(T 40, ri¢
41ATY 42,07 43— 4473} a5, 5T

If you forgot a sign, practice it here and then go on
to Section Four. If you forgot more than one, go back te
the parts where they were presented and do the exercises for
those signs. Then g~ on to Section Four.

Sign H

S S et M = e
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Section Four

205 The next sign is Q,m , made F< i
oo LET, BHEM . Ty i
il il il il il
il il il il il
Transliterate: W
A "H % = repeated
VEET b
Put into cuneiform: R il-la-ak
il-ka 'he goes'
R £ o ‘service performed’
1l=1i *of a special one (accusative) li-il-ga
'let him
e

Remember that il has two verticals as well as

two diagonals, Practice il:
il il il il il
il il il il il

e T
R

T

repeated



206 pu, BT, is i1, BT

without the two
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diagonals and with only one vertical: ™ ,hf
[+ BT . Try it:
du du du du du
du du du du du
Transliterate: w m i RN L"), b,‘i]’
rg hg- & repeated
Put into cuneiform: du-um

du-ru ‘wall® a-du ‘with'

N O R FEEO

Vit is very dark'

mu-du
'expert’'

Practice du and il until you feel sure of
them.

du il du il du

du du du du du

%
i

BT R

repeated
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207 The next sign is tum, }{IE . Tt begins
somewhat like du, |7 , but ends in
four horizentals. Try it: [ - I i

HIE )

tum tum tum _ tum _ tum
tum tum tum tum tum
Transliterate: E
i alaif] m HE = repeated
KT v RE - .
Put into cuneiform: *zi-ik-ru-tum
Sar-tum ‘'hair' ‘heroism’
du-mu-ug-
tum ‘good
luck'

*gi-gi-ik-tum 'hem'

T ET .

Practice tum until you feel sure of it.

tum tum tum tum tum

tum tum

T HIE
AT W VLA

e

repeated



211 The next sign is ul, ‘ﬁf]’ B N o

. Try it:

us ud ud ud u
u

uf us us us
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Transliterate:

$1E oK il
o ol R/ -

W

repeated

Put into cuneiform:

*du-—ul-m
‘house-born slave'

us-ba 'he sat’

|

ru-ub-ti
‘of fine oil'

*ga-ad-tu-ud
‘his bow'

Practice u# until you feel sure of it.

u# ud u# us ud

u# ud u# us ud

WY T
B A

repeated
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212 The next sign, i%, I, resembles ud,
ﬁﬁ , but lacks the two interior verticals and

has two at the end: "< = Y o1 N
Try it:

is id is is is
is is is is is
Transliterate: 4
"'ﬁ o, s L repeated
FEEIT FIT OV - in .t |
Put into cuneiform: is-tu
*i¥-ta-mu ‘from'
'they listen to each other' g
li-if-mu
"let them
hear'

i¥-ka-ru
'assigned work'

|

Practice i and u¥ until you feel sure you

can tell them apart.

id ui is us i¥

is is is is i

FEIT T v
=gt

=i g

repeated



214 The next sign bi, §%
be's, ¥r<

, is composed of two
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. . Try it: K -« H .
bi bi bi bi bi
bi bi bi bi bi
Transliterate: ti
ﬂ "ﬁ = repeated
Put into cuneiform: bi-tu
. 'house’
bi-ri-tim ‘'of an alley' Vs a;ééiﬁihitant. in-bi-lka
'of your
| fruit'

E—

Bi is a simple sign; the only problem with it
is to keep it distinct in vour mind from be.
Practice both.

bi be bi

S atage
- B

=

repeated
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231 The next sign is ni, [ , made "™,
= . . Try it:

ni ni ni ni ni
ni ni ni ni ni
Transliterate: =3
wr W OET = repeated
[ A -

Put into cuneiform:

an-ni-i}

'here'
—an-n
ni-du-tu ‘{a month-
‘unworked land' nane)
an-ni-um
'this'

Practice ni until you feel sure of it.

ni ni ni ni ni

WO

W B BT

ni ni ni ni ni

repeated



232 The next sign ir, er, Fm , is exactly like|
ni, ﬁ , except that it has one more vertical:

— = LEFE L . Ty it
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ir ir ir ir ir
ir ir ir ir ir
Transliterate: h'_l‘F
o MK = repeated
[ T o s o e et D
Put into cuneiform: i-ir-ti
‘of a
. breast'’
*ir-ta-du =
'they led each other' ir-ni-ta-ka
'your
gi=ir-ru victory'
‘road! (accusative)

Practice ir. Remember only one vertical
keeps it from being ni.

ir ni ir ni ir

ir ir ir ir ir

|y o
G783

|

repeated
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295 The next sign is Eé,ft . Beginning like
ni, ¥ , it has a single vertical that cuts
both lines: ™ ,FE , FE . Try it:

pa pa pa P2 pa

pa pa pa pa pa

Put into cuneiform:

pa-ak-tu
‘dagger’

pa-ag-ru
"body’

o=

repeated

Transliterate:

Lo <4 =
FEVT R oA .

FE— e
B R

Practice pa until you feel sure you know it.

pa pa pa pa pa

a-du
‘to shut
in'
i-na pa-ni-ka
‘before you'

52

repeated



296 The next sign is GI§, =1 , a logogram
'wood' with the Akkadian eguivalent igu. It
also used as a determinative before names of

for

is

wooden objects. Further, it has the value is
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(iz, is) as a syllabic value. It is exactly like
pa, FE , except that its horizontals do not cut
the vertical. Try it: ™7 | .
GI3 G138 GIS G135 GI3
oI GI& GI% GI% G18
Transliterate: [ = = 1
ﬂ m \'ﬂ - repeated
Put into cuneiform: bi-is
'there-
ni-is-sa-tu 'lament’ after’
[ ‘ ] ‘ GIS.AB.BA
=ku¥abku
'(a thorn
GI&.GI(=apu) 'reed thicket' tree)*
Practice GI5 until you feel sure of it. W_ [= gt
Keep it distinct in your mind from pa. ;ﬁ
GI& pa GI3 pa GI¥ ¥T v
GIS G GId GI8 GI8
=48-S

repeated
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64
297 The next sign is GUy, ﬁf' , a logogram for
'"ox' with the Akkadian equivalent alpu. It is
GIS with two diagonals following. Try it: ¥ R
oo\
GUdl GU“ w4 |'v.5l.l‘1 GU4
GU4 GUd. GU4 GLT4 G'U4
Transliterate: B¢ B = — ¢
m ﬂ - .| zepeated
Put into cuneiform: GU, .GI¥=alap
niri 'yoke
dt'”“‘*“’m&.mt-nmam] .NA ox'
(logogram for the god Amurru) GU, -AM=zTny
‘ I 'wild steer'
Practice GU, until you feel sure of it. Be L=
sure to keep it distinct in your mind from GIS. adiadl
G, G138 GU, GI GU,
GU4 G'U‘1 GU‘ GU4 GU4

repeated




298 The next sign, al, AT |, begins with GIZ
but has an additional B39 . It is written

L O T - = I - - S

Try it:
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al al al al al
al al al al al
Transliterate: Ha
"'ﬁ ﬁﬂ‘ ’E m = repeated
122000 =20 G = B e v S
Put into cuneiform: la-al-la-ru
'lamentation
na-al-ba-nu ‘brick mold' priest"’
ta-al-la-ak
'you go'

al-1i ‘'of a hoe'

Practice al until you feel sure of it.

al al al al al

vt B
W %

V4T v

al al al al al

=%

repeated
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306 The next sign is up, ub, F§= , which begins
like Glg, YT , but has diagonal wedges attached:

a .a & ,w‘ ,;ih . Try it:

up up up up up
up up up up up
i
Transliterate: t#
Fﬁ 2 =4 = . repeated

v R

tul=du)-up-

Put into cuneiform: pa-am
bu-ub-tim ‘of robbery’ L::ahi:;ive}

nu-up-tu
'special
hu-ub-ta-tu 'a type of loan'

gift'
i
Practice up until you feel sure of it. T HE =

up up up up up VT F'fF
e e

up up up up up

repeated




308 The next sign is g,Fﬁ? . It too starts
like GIS, =4 , but has another vertical made up
of two smaller verticals: & . |=4f N =i .

Try it:

[ e e e e

67

Transliterate: F¥ v¥ =

W OEET T L

repeated

Put into cuneiform:
*e-ri-du ‘I went down'
(subjunctive, rare form)

L |

e-gi-tu 'negligence’

i |

e-mu
'father-
in-law'

e-li-i%

‘on top'

Practice e until you are sure you can recog-
nize it.

-] -] e e (-]

WIF AR B
T VFLA T

‘j?

repeated
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318 The next sign is {4, WTTF . The acute accent]
on the u indicates that this sign is the second

in theoretical frequency of signs that are read u.
U begins with GI&., Try &: W CJAT L, RMmE

4 i i a a
Q a [4 Q [
Transliterate: BT
'ﬂTTF"‘T"p bﬂﬂ %‘Iﬂ' = repeated
W - e =

Put into cuneiform:

fd-ub-1a
'he brought me'

d-nu-tu
'utensil’

f-na-ak-ka-ru

'they
change'
ba-nu-i
'excellent’

Practice {i until you feel sure of it.

wE e R

i " @ i
HMe - el
= = 3 = =
u u u u u
On the next page is a quiz on all the signs e

studied so far.

repeated



Section Four
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QUIZ
1. be 2. ba 3, ab 4. ru 5. nam 6, GUy
|
7. al 8. nu 9. uk 10, IKU 11. kum 12. bi
I 18 i
1 0 1i 24
25, il 26. ni 27. ri 28. as 29, ka 30, d
|
31, ir 32, um 33. tim 34, mu 35. en 36. u
Bl |
37, in 38. la 39. i%  40. ti 4l, SAG _ 42. am
L | ]
43. ak 44.DUMU __ 45. u¥ 46. na 47, i 48, bu
|
49. ga 50. du 51, e 52. bi 53. Bum 54, gi
| L
55. ia 56. ta 57. ik 58, si 59. at 60.DINGIR

L
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ANSWERS

1.74 I = P <=1 4. fIr 5, FET4 6. F¥
7. A< B. - 9. W& 10. W 11. W 12+ Ff
13,1 14. 9T 15,47 16. 17.889  18.WX
19. 9% 2o 21.W¥ 22 B 2300 24—
25. 04 26. % 27.°KY 28, FEE 20 ] 30.HTE
3. R 32. 8T 3300 3a.r 35. ¥k 6.6
37w 3s.E 19,5 200K 419 42.fB
43,779 44. W% 45. @I 46.r¢T 47. % 48T
49,47 50. BT 51. ¥ 52 W 53 W 54. 4
ss R s T 57 WTA 58 M7 59. WY 50. W

If you missed a sign, practice it here. If you missed
more than one, go back to the part where each sign was first
presented and work through it again. Then go on to Section

Five.

Sign E




Section Five

319 The next sign is g4, ga, @M% , which is
like Q, = , except for its final diagonals.

Try it: |, HT, HMmE .

71

qa ga qa gé_ gd
aa qa aa qa qa
Transliterate: ¢ W7 e _ — ) T
VT VI e repeated
Put inte cuneiform: ga-la-tu
la-ga-ru 'type of priest'| "o shake
with fear'
‘ K géﬂi-ri
‘of earth'
ta-gd-an-ni 'you will retain’
Practice gi. Be sure to keep it distinct Vi b
,
from u. ;E'IY ﬁ'll'f
qi [ i i qa
d o
qa qa qa qa qa
e EmE

repeated
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324 The next sign is é,??ﬂT , a logogram for
‘house' with the Akkadian translation bItu. It
is very much like i, |TTF , but it has four

verticals and no trailing horizontals. Try it:

H H , AT
£ £ £ £ &

Transliterate: t:E_ m O PN 3 el
B B\ i &% 3 SR

T

repeated

Put into cuneiform:
£ du-ri ‘fortress'

£ gi-iz-zi ‘'shearing shed’

L | |

DUMU. E=

‘adminis-

trator of

arhouse-
held’

é.GU4=

bit alpi
‘cattle

shed'

Practice £ until you feel sure of it. Keep
it distinct in your mind from 4.

HIT R

£ § § § ¢ A RAH
ve

[ [ E A [
A ame

repeated



328 The next sign is _rg,afn i written‘ﬁ N
¥F OB BT . Try i
ra ra ra ra ra
ra ra ra ra ra

T3

Transliterate:ﬂ 541 ri
R v

B

repeated

Put into cuneiform:

ra-pa-a¥-tum ‘wide'

|

na-ra-am-tu ‘beloved'

|

ra-ga-mu

‘to yell'
ba-ra-mu

‘to be or
become
multicolored’

Practice ra until you feel sure of it.

ra ra ra ra ra

ra ra ra ra

B

T BT R

B

repeated
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330 The next sign is Lﬁ,m , a logogram for
‘man', translated by Akkadian amilu. It is also
used as a determinative before names of profes-
sions. L{l begins like ra, BT , but ends with
three herizontals above three verticals.

Try it:E ,H: ,w; .

Li LU L Ll Ld
L0 %] Lo Lo LU
Transliterate:

Bk E T M <

repeated
Put into cuneiform: L6 la-si-mu
'
LU ta-am-ka-ru ‘'merchant’ HBsEsrger !
saG LU =
| 1 réf amili
'‘a man's
s head'
LU e-si-ra 'relief carver' (accusative)
Practice LU and in, which is similar to it. B T A
Ll in Lit in L{ e $In
2
LU LU LU Lu Lu

B

repeated



334 The next sign is it, id, Y , which re-
sembles am, [ , with an additional "broken"

75

horizontal and vertical: ™ e T - .
AT . Try it:
it it it it it
it it it it it
Transliterate: ﬂT
AT 5 = repeated
BT BT Rm
Put into cuneiform: it-bi 'he
. got up'
bi-it-ru-0 ‘'pretty’

L[]

zi-it-tu ‘share'

L |

Practice it until you feel sure of it.

it it it it it

it it it it it

=97
e

ik i

AT

repeated
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335 Da, Eﬂt , is very like it, but da has two
verticals: V< , Y FIU BT ET
Try it:

da da da da da

da da da da da

Transliterate: r<{K ﬁ]’ =
BT AT T

=4

= repeated
Put into cuneiform: *ti-da
'you knew'
da-ri-i¥
]
da-an-nu 'strong' forever

-—al-tu ‘'door'

Practice da and be sure to keep it distinct
in your mind from it.

da it da it da

da da da da da

B R

repeated




342 The next sign is ma, Eg , written:
ia i =) = . Try it:
ma ma ma ma ma

|
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ma ma ma ma ma

Put into cuneiform:

ma-al-ka-am ‘'advice' (accusative)

L

Gi-ma-al-1li 'he fills'

repeated

Transliterate:

- I~ G
B Rme fmo

Practice ma until you feel sure of it.

ma ma ma ma ma

e TP ] e

ma ma ma ma ma

ma-da-du
'to measure'

ma-ga-ru
'to approve'

H

repeated
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343 The next sign is GAL, | , a logogram for
‘great', translated by Akkadian rabd. It is ma,
E? , with a trailing horizontal. Try it:

T .8 LB .

GAL GAL GAL GAL GAL
GAL GAL GAL GAL GAL
Transliterate: i
T g T em——— repeated
H- H O =
Put into cuneiform: Zar-ru GAL
‘great
ing'
DINGIR GAL=ilu rabid GAL.L(.SAG=rab r&&i kilng
‘great god' ‘general’ *GAL bi-tu-tu
"h hold
‘ ‘ | ’ | administra-
tion' (lit-
erally
‘great-
household-
ness"')
Practice GAL until you feel sure of it. Laad Eh*
Keep it distinct in your mind from ma.
GAL ma GAL ma GAL J
T

|

L _

g

repeated
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353 The next sign is %a, gﬂ , Similar to da,
W, but with four horizontals: < VY1 |
r o, §n . Try it:

ia a ba La ia

sa Ea Sa Za %a

Transliterate: ET W - ET

B ok - repeated
Put into cuneiform: Za-du
'mountain’
Sa-mu
Sa-la-mu a2
‘to be whole’ torhy.
ga-3a-ru
'to be strong'
Practice %¥a and da. Eﬂ "H}*
&a da Ea da Xa
[SLER= gy
Za 3a %a Za Za

B B

repeated
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354 The next sign is %u, ﬁ | e e
VE . Unlike #a, Su's bottom horizontal is

longer than the others. Try it:

Ay Bu Au Au Su
&u &u &u u iu

Transliterate: H m'— -

2 N repeated
Put into cuneiform: Eu-ub-nu
'to cause
Su-ub-la-am (no meaning) to build*
e=1i-%y
‘on him®

re-5u ‘'head’

| sy

Practice 3u.

Su #u Zu Su Su

&u &u Bu Eu &u

W

HRT

N

repeated



367 The next sign is fe

, ¥, which is the

&l

second element in the sign mu, v# . It is
written 4 |, &% , 4 . Try it:
Ze e Se Ze e
se Ze Ze se se
Transliterate: s
L — repeated
i % W =
Put into cuneiform: Be-t
'barley’
Se-mu 'to hear' ni-Ze 'lions’' B
'one who
puts in
l order'
Practice %e until you feel sure of it. @ v
e e e -1 de oA
e te e Be de
@

repeated
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371 The next sign is pu, bu, v, which is Be
plus a¥, ¥ + y— . Try it:

pu P pu Pu pu
Pu pu pu pu pu
Transliterate: w47 4r = prye.
Ah— FEY BT - repeated
Put into cuneiform: na-bu
‘to call’
pu-bu 'repl t bu-ug-li 'of malt’ e

\ 'leg'

ST

Practice pu to keep it distinct in your mind | 6~ VET

from mu. A ];E;
pu mu pu mu pu VERIT

Pu Pa Pu pu Pu
o (=3

repeated
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376 The next sign is te, #] , which is He,
® , plus a vertical. Try it:
te te te te te
te te te te te

Transliterate: ] 26—

e — e #7
ST & e _ repeated
Put inte cuneiform: te-bu
te-ru-ub ‘you entered' 'tou;.}se
1 | l te-nu-i
“pendant’
*ir-te-3u ‘'they got'

Practice te and pu. AT He
te pu te pu te = %T }H-
te te te te te

€1 4

repeated




381 The next sign, £T , has several values.

The following legographic values are most common:
UTU = Sama¥ 'the sun god', BABBAR = EEEQ 'white,
shining', and U, = imu ‘day'. It also has the
syllabic values tam and ut, ud. We will refer to
it as the UTU sign, but only the context can show
you which reading to use. UTU is the last ele-
ment inscribed in the sign EE-FEE . Try it:

uTu uTy uUTy Uty uTu

£

repeated

dUTU-mu-ba—
al-li-ig
"Eama&-makes
live' (a
personal
name)
tam-gi-ti
'‘of a joyous
song'




Put into cuneiform:

li-mu=-ut-tim

'of wickedness'

|

far-ra-tam 'queen'

(accusative)
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Practice UTU until you feel sure of it,
Recognizing its various values will come with

practice.
uTy uTy uTuU uTu UTy
uTu uTu uTu UTU UTU

T e A
o<y

N BT 4

£7

repeated
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383 The next sign is wa, €D~ , also read wi,
wu, or pi. It consists of UTU, 4T , plus al,
— - Try it:

Wi wWa wa wa wa

wa wa wa wa wa

Transliterate:£T- "‘H m L S N S T
&ow fm

Put into cuneiform:

wu-u-fu-ru ‘'to liberate'

|

pi-it-ga ‘fashioning"'

e, ]

As you see, it is context only that deter-
mines the reading of wa. Practice wa until you
are sure of it, and keep it distinct in your

v BT E

mind from UTU. - ETW
wa uTu wa uTu wa
wWa wWa wa wa wa
On the next pages is a quiz on all the signs £ 2y

studied so far.

repeated




Section Five

QUIZ
‘ 1. Sar 2. 4 ‘ 3, gi 4. mu ] 5. bf ‘
6. ai 7. tum 8. pa 9. hu 10.

11, la 12. ma 13, ir 14. zu 15.

16. ru 17, il 18.DUMU 19. uk 20,

21, ab 22, us 23, zi 24. ba 25, in

lzs. tu 27. bi l 28. da | 29, SAG 30, ka
31, du 32, kum 33, 4 34, GUR 35,
5 40

LSS- um [37— e ﬁda_l_}aa_l_._&u_l

4l. ni  42. en 43, ta __44. ra 45, L{

[ [ ]

46. be 47, GIE  48. %a 49, ik 50. GAL

[ [ ]

ia




S51. wa 52, sa 53. He 54. ak 55, ri

56. te 57, is 58, IKU 59. na 60. si

1, & u GIR 64. nu 65. ¥um

ﬁ’ al 67, ti 68, 1i 69, nam 70. tim

I3

‘?1. Pu 72, at [ 73, it 74. 3u 75. ga




—
[

-
o

W
= oo

I“ﬁﬁﬁEEﬁTE

b W
o = O

51,47
56. 4T
61, AT
66. F<T

T1. ¥

If you missed one sign, practice it here.

2.
2.
12.
17.
22,
27.
32. vt
37. A%
42, rg
Pyl ¢
52. v
57. F<T
62. ¥k
67. W
72, W

NE W

ANSWERS

3. W4
8. ¥
13. b
18. HE
23, W4
28, E
33. MM
38,
43. T
48, ET
53, 4
58. &

63, W

68 . W
73. T

24, WY
29. VIR
34, T
39, PE®
44. BT
49, Wrs
54, VEF
59, HT
64. 7"

69. FRT4
14, 8
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5. FF
10. WY
15. F&
20, 4
25, ¥m
30. T
35, W
40, F¢
45. B
50. ¥
55, FIWT
60, ¥
65. %%
70 ¥
75, PMé

If you missed

more than one, go back to the places where those signs were

first presented and work through the sections on each again.

Then go on to Section Six.

Sign
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Section Six

384 The next sign is 8i, &M  a logogram

‘heart', translated by Akkadian libbu. It is
UTU, 4T , with two following verticals. Try

for

it: £ , , A
34 84 5.} 33 38
[
5A SA 54 SA SA
Transliterate: A
FE T b E* = repeated
4 4y

Put into cuneiform:

i-na 54 £ 'inside a house’

i-na 3A L0
"in a man's
heart'

34, TAM=
Satammu
'lan
d%4.7U '(a name for the god Marduk) official):
Practice BA until you feel sure of it. Keep | F WT 4T
it distinct in your mind from UTU and wa. |
54 uTy 84 wa BA WE AT W
3A wa 8A uTy 54
A1 4y £

repeated
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396 The next sign is pi, A . It is the last
element of gi, Y4 . Try it:
bi bi bi hi bi
hi hi hi hi hi
Transliterate: &
¥E &4 F o - repeated
A vEET 4 Eme
Put into cuneiform: *i-hi=is=su

i-la-an-ni ‘type of palace’

"his teaching"
*hi-li-bu-t

] ‘ | 'Ta stonel’
*i-na mu-hi ‘'before’
Practice phi to keep it distinct in your mind T grﬁ
from the similar sign Ze. T
bi se hi se bi
hi hi hi hi hi
& %

| repeated
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398 The next sign is ab, ih, eb, up, AW . It
begins with hi, 4W— , AW . Try it:

ah ab ab ah ah
ah ah ah ah ah
Transliterate: A i
AV B AvE | repeated
AV AT .
Put into cuneiform: ih-3u-ub

ah-hi 'of brothers' 'he: dasireda!

mu-uh-hu
[ [ ‘front’
pu-uh-hu-ru ‘'to assemble'
Practice ah until you feel sure of it. ﬂm &
ab ah ah ah ah - Lr

T 4

ah ap ah ah ah

F-Sasa

repeated
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399 The next sign is im, em, 4WF . It is the
reverse of gi, W& . Try it:

im im im im im
im im im im im
Transliterate: .&Fﬁ'
&V m FWT = repeated
P AW BT paw
Put into cuneiform: im-du-um
'support’
ni-ig i-li-im ‘'ocath of a god' e im-ra-as
Tlet him
not worry’
im-ma-ru ‘they see’
Zal N
Practice im and keep it distinct in your W B
mind from gi. VE‘?E"“F
im gi im gi im AR E ﬁn
im im im im im
AT 4

repeated
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406 The next sign is kam,6 dw< .

It is used as a

syllabic value, but it is also used as a logo-
gram, read KAM, to indicate that the preceding

sign is to be read as a number.

The logographic

use will be encountered later when we have

learned some number signs. Kam is phi, & , plus
be F< . Try it: LA S ¥ S
kam ; kam kam kam kam
kam kam kam kam kam
Transliterate: A
Av A H R = repeated
T 4r BIE =
Put into cuneiform: kam-kam-ma-tu
'(kind of
kam-mu ‘{a fungus)'| ring)'
na-kam-tum
"storehouse’
kam-ma-al Sar-ru-ti ‘'adversary(?) of kingship®
Practice kam until you feel sure of it. A v
Keep it distinet in your mind from ab. A HO

kam kam

ah

ah

[L=CRd

L A

repeated



411 The next sign is the logogram for the number
10, < read U in Sumerian and efir in Akkadian.

It is merely a single diagonal wedge. Try it:
u u u u u
u u U u u
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Transliterate: <
Y 4 fre -_ repeated
Rir < Ar< - ]
Put into cuneiform: Uy 10-KaM
E 10-KAM ‘'tenth house' '10th dey*
LU 10-KAM
‘ [ ‘ "10th man'
ful=du)-up-pu 10-KAM *10th tablet
Practice U until you feel sure of it, FITT < A<
u u u u v B
< A<
u u u U u
<

repeated




6

427 The next sign is mi, <¥= , which begins

with U. Try it:< AR o - S
mi mi mi mi mi
mi mi mi mi mi
Transliterate: <H
ﬁ:_m' Eq: N <4 repeated
4r pdm ogm =
Put into cuneiform: um-mi-%u
'of his
*Mi-gi-ir-i-li ‘'assent of god' (a personal name)| mother'
‘ | mi-ig-ru-um
| "border’
e-mi-id 'I put’
Practice mi until you feel sure of it. <F W4 b
mi mi mi mi mi 3 "ﬁ'
B < T
mi mi mi mi mi
G

repeated
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433 The next sign is nim,(ﬂf , which starts
like mi, <l , but ends in a diagonal wedge and
a vertical wedge. Try it:<~ , {2, P =) RN

nim nim nim nim nim
nim nim nim nim nim
Transliterate: <";_‘T
Lt
G ﬂIL = repeated

Put into cuneiform: nim-ru
'lecpard’

nim-gal-1i
siege
device)!'

da-na-nim ‘of strength’

i-fa-pu-ru-nim ‘they will send to me®

L] |

Practice nim until you feel sure of it. Be w,(r(m
sure to keep it separate in your mind from mi.

nim mi nim mi nim ‘F'E EIT e
| s

Plas gl =
PO R 4

repeated
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435 The next sign is lam,<[*T , which is dis-
tinguished from nim, (‘ﬁ]’ , by having one more
vertical at the end. Try it: << << <&

lam lam lam lanm lam
lam lam lam lam lam
Transliterate: 4-—6’7
= = repeated

BT 4oy & -

Put into cuneiform:

i-lam-ma-du 'they will understand'

=

G18 lam-mu 'almond tree'

gi-il-lam
'shadow'
(accusative)
*$a-1am JurU
‘sunset'

Practice lam until you feel sure of it. Be
sure to keep it distinct in your mind from nim.

lam nim lam nim lam

HE TR

B4

Pia WP ws

repeated



437 The next sign is AMAR, <% a logogram for
gn P e gogr

‘calf', with the Akkadian translation biru. It

resembles mi, W , but has two diagonal wedges

at the end, Try it:4 <~ 4L,

99

‘ AMAR AMAR AMAR AMAR AMAR
AMAR AMAR AMAR AMAR AMAR
L
Transliterate: at % I = <%
e N repeated
Put into cuneiform: AMAR-ni
4 ‘our calf’
AMAR.UTU=Marduk (a god) | .o oo
bir Sizbi
l ‘ l 'suckling'
(literally
'calf of
hmR.dBN.ZU-Bﬁr-Sig (a personal name) milk')
Practice AMAR until you feel sure of it, Be | FFF “;i 41
sure not to confuse it with mi. < W YRR
AMAR mi AMAR mi AMAR W
AMAR AMAR AMAR AMAR AMAR
[{=y-=

repeated
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441 The next sign is ul, {F¥* , which is GU,
P¢ | preceded by U, { .
Try it: <& , <\, ¢,
ul ul ul ul ul
ul ul ul ul ul
Transliterate: Bi=¢1
YE 4 <F€ - repeated
AT e
Put into cuneiform: i-pu-ul
‘he
bu-ul-tal=dal-am 'life' (accusative) answered'
ul-
'from'
bu-ul-la-nu 'a garment'
Practice ul until you are sure of it, Be - <14 BN
sure to keep it distinect in your mind from GUy. =]
ul Gu, ul au, ul VT v
&
ul ul ul ul ul
&r¢ e
repeated




449 The next sign is i, <T~ |, which also

101

starts with U. Try it:< <7 | <%
f:31 Bi Bi i 5i
51 i Bi &1 &1
Transliterate: <=
<Tr 4V W - repeated
M- 4 W OEE =
Put intoc cuneiform: di-im=-tu
'fate'
ka-£i-id ‘it is conguered' Bi-hi-it-tum
L [ '(a plant]"’
i-na-ak-3i ‘'he lifts'
R T R
Practice %i until you feel sure of it and T < BT

can distinguish it from wa.

£i wa 51 wWa i

F T -

T #m-

| repeated



451 The next sign is ar, <T  ywhich is #i,

<M, plus ri, WKT ., Try it:
ar ar ar ar ar
ar ar ar ar ar
Transliterate: LTHTRT
{THTRT = repeated
B R A
Put into cuneiform: ar-nu
'sin'
- - ki "
ar ti king of the land pa-ar-ti-ka
'of your
daughter"’
ar-na-ba-tim ‘'hares’
Practice ar until you feel sure of it. BT JTeRT
ar ar ar ar ar B K
T T
T
ar ar ar ar ar

LT TRY
repeated



G, <TFET , which is 8i,
, @ sign to be learned

455 The next sign is
<™ , plus lu, JEY
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later. This sign is frequently used for the word

u 'and'. Try it: (M LA, e .
) 2 ] o )
a a bt i a
Transliterate: (TET

ET ey I v g s

repeated
Put into cuneiform: Ba-ar-ru 0
. ru-bu
um-mu 4 DUMU ‘mother and son' 'king and
noble!
Practice I until you feel sure of it. BT vk

o by i ) i
|
i ) u 2 a

(e

repeated
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457 The next sign is di, <TA | composed of U,
< , plus a vertical, plus pa, F .

Try it: < AR LA 4 1 .
di di di di di
di di di di di

Put into cuneiform: TR
ti-dai 'you know' di-im-tu ' tower' xepeated
Transliterate: T 4Te
TR =
— = (TR 45T pE
Ly ST TR B
Practice di until you feel sure of it. di-nu
"legal
di di i di di di decision'
| wa-ar-di-%u
‘of his
| slave'
|
.
di di di di di
TR

On the next pages is a quiz on all the signs
studied so far.

repeated



Section Six
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QUIZ
1. ta 2. qa 3. BA 4. pa 5. lam 6. be
I |
7. tu 8. ab 9. ni 10. si 11. ap 12, il
| | | | |
13, a3 14. uk 15. kum 16, i 17, it 18, ti
| | | | |
19. te 20. Ei 21. ak 22. %um 23, 1i 24. bi
T e el |
25, ru 26, ba 27, ik 28. na 29, mi 30, GAL
| | | | |
31, GI§ 32, um 33. mu 34. ri 35, UTU _ 36. @
J | | | |
37.DINGIR 38. en 39. ul 40, e 41, %u 42, at
| | |
43. g4 44. Uy 45, 1 46. ar  47. £ 48, i
| | | | |
49. da_ 50, pu_ 51. LU 52. la 53, ma_ 54. im
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55. bi

57.

bi 58. GUR

59. Za 60,

di

63.

ka 64. nam

65. nu 66,

ra

69.

gi 70. al

71, DUMU 72.

u

73, am 74. IKU

75,

nim 76, sa

77, tim 78.

B8l1.

zZu 82.AMAR

83, wa B84.

|

|

B7.

ia B8. kam 89, Zar a0,




ANSWERS
1. @ 2.4 3. 4 4. B
7. vl 8. 1T 9. m 10, ¥ET
13.— 14. 5% 15, BP9 16l 4T
19. #T 20, <Tm 21 WP 22, W%
25 .80 26.mXT 27, VKT4 28, MY
KB = 32 8T 33, K 34, HIOY
37.9F 38, ¥I¥ 39, F¢ 40, FF
43.9ME a4, ¢ 45, <MET 46, <KD
49. 50.4—  sLERE s2.vH
55.&F 56, %7 57, 4 58, 51T
61. % 62.Wm  63.MFF 64 VKTH
67. 7% 6B, YK 69. W4 70 W<
73. ¥ 74, 5 75. T 16
79. T 80.}Em 81. W B2,
85. W  86.R/T 87. FEF 88, Ar<

5. <
11, AWFR
17. T
23, W
29. 4F
35. 4y

41, 8

47, ¥
53,8

59. &I
65.
-

17.v%
83.4m—
89, ¢ T

If you missed one sign, practice it here,

first presented and work again through those parts.

on to Section Seven.

Sign

6. <

12, pAm
18. WK
24, &

30. B
36. HM=
a2 8
8. FE

54. AW
60, <THE
66. BT
72.
8. £

84. H=

90, Ww
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If you missed
more than one, go back to the places where the signs were
Then go
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Section Seven

461 The next sign is L£,<113 , consisting of
u, < , plus ku, ¥ , a sign to be learned

later. Try it: <[ ,<3J ,<JF .

ki ki ki ki ki
ki ki ki ki ki
Transliterate: (}j}
(Iii B e = repeated
qE wogm o

Put inte cuneiform:

ki-sa-al-1i ‘of a vestibule'

ki-la-la-an
'both'

ki=-ig-ru
L T | Tknot?
| I
|
ki-ma ‘'like’ |
Practice ki to keep it separate in your q'.E vir Ba
mind from di. m
ki di ki di ki
qE g
ki ki ki ki ki
GE MW
repeated
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468 The next sign is xtr, <F , 4 logogram for
'pure', translated by Akkadian ellu. Try it:
L S R £
Kl ki) ki KU KU
KO KU KU KU KD
Transliterate: ¥ 47 = aSi
repeated
BE @G
Put into cuneiform: Kl\J.HABBAR=
N - - e kaspu
KU.GI=hurasu 'gold’ KU.IM.BA=butuggu 'loss' "silver'
| L.KU. zU=
L1 I T 1 =p
- 'wise man'
Practice KU until you feel sure of it. | 4
- ~ |
KU KU KU KU KU <F AR RT
KU KO KD KU KU
<7
repeated
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472 The next sign, ed {4 , is simply three U's,

4 ., Try it:

e 1] el ed - e
|
ek ek ed el el
Transliterate: <« H = “&
¥R« = repeated
Put into cuneiform: ed-%u
‘new'
ed-re-ti-%¥u 'of his tenth’'
e-el
L ’ "where?'
te-ed-mu-um ‘hearing'
Practice g% until you feel sure of it. LOPTHY WK
eX el el ed es Ve
FARCEr
el el el el es
“«

repeated



480 The next sign is DI&, T , a logogram for the

number 1, Akkadian iZtén. It is not to be con-
fused with a%,v— , which also consists of a

single wedge. Try it:

D1¥ DIS DI¥ DI3 D13

D13 DId DI DIS DIS

111

Transliterate: T
T 4ve = repeated
4T T 4w _
p)
Put into cuneiform: LU 1-KAM
‘one man’
U, 1-KaM
£ 1-KamM 4
‘one house' ‘one day'
11 (eleven)= ifténefret
=10 + 1
Practice DIZ until you feel sure of it. Be | EMTT T.4<
sure to keep it distinct in your mind from a¥.
<T
D18 D13 DI¥ DI¥ D18
DI1% ai DI} as DIj
T —

| repeated
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532 The next sign is pe, — , which is a

vertical plus a3, ¥ . Try it:

mne me me me me
ne me me me me
Transliterate: T

LS = s = repeated
T T AR aF

Put into cuneiform:

13-me-“EN.zU

‘the god Sin heard' (a personal name)

o] |

l

e%-ae-kum

'(a stone) '
me-li-im-mi
'of a fear-
some look'

ka-ar-me ‘'ruins’
Practice me. m T— v
me me me me me ):ﬂ hf—TI'
T R
™~

ne me me me me

repeated



533 The next sign is MES, W& |, a logogram in-
dicating the plural. It is a ligature of me,
T , and e#, <€ ., Try it: T , T , Tk .

113

MES MEE MES MES MES
MES MES MEZ MES MES
Transliterate: | T = Tr
repeated
Trad = |
B e |

Put into cuneiform: E.ME&=
bltatu
e 'houses'
.AHAIIE.NES-hll.tru LG .MEE=
calves i
awilia
Uy . ME3=iimid 'men'
‘days "'
Practice MES until you feel sure of it. Be | {Jf T
sure to keep it distinct in your mind from me.
Ay T
MES me ME3 me MES
MES MES MES MES MES

P T

repeated
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535 The next sign, which begins like me, is ib,
ip, P . Try itz L ¥¥ , pr .

ib ib ib ib ib
ib ib ib ib ib
Transliterate: pi=ig
Hﬁgr pi-i- - repeated
BT pa o
Put into cuneiform: li-ib-ni
'may he
ip-bu-ru ‘they assembled’ build’
si-ib-tu
'interest'

ip-li-%u-nu 'of their compensation payment

L |

Practice ib until you feel sure of it.

ib ib ib ib ib

ib ik ib ib ib

T T

e o
e

s

repeated



536 The next sign is ku, ';,E , which is thi
second element in ki, {JH . Try it:

e

115

ku ku ku ku ku
ku ku ku ku ku
Transliterate: T.E
wrOE = repeated
bear wEn (| )
Put into cuneiform: da=-ku
'to kill'
- . . ——— f .
ar-ku long ku-uk-ru (a plant) $1-1li-ku
L 1 ‘ | | | "they went'
Practice ku until you feel sure of it. {THTRT TE
ku ku ku ku ku i FEW
ku ku ku ku ku

pi=g

repeated
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537 The next sign is lu, THET , which is the
second element in 4, <BT , It is the same as
ku but with one more vertical following. Try it:

lu lu lu lu lu
lu 1lu 1u lu 1lu
Transliterate: Er
T JEr - | repeated

L 08 LS80 SR S SR

Put into cuneiform: wa-ba-lu
'to carry'
a¥-lu-uk-ka-tu ‘'storehouse’ lu-ku-ul
'let me
D |
be-lu 'lord'

sl e

Practice lu to keep it distinct in your mind | v JEI Wa&

from ku. "‘R‘E ﬁ
lu ku lu ku lu o=
1u lu 1lu 1lu 1u

T yH

repeated




554 The next sign is SAL, f— , a logogram for
‘woman', Akkadian sinniftu. It is used as a
determinative before women's personal and pro-

fessional names. It also has the reading GEME

‘female slave' with the Akkadian translation

amtu. SAL begins like the middle element in up,
= , and has a horizontal at the end.

Try it: § ,t ,?— -
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SAL SAL SAL SAL SAL

SAL SAL SAL SAL SAL

Transliterate: ?’
repeated

- progE
SALgi sp-tu
'female
witness'

SALyail-tu
'female
dream
interpreter"
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Put into cuneiform:

SAL, TUR (=DUMU)

=gupartu 1 SAG.GEME
'young woman' ‘one (head) female slave'

I

Practice SAL until you feel sure of it. j'- *
SAL SAL SAL SAL SAL T t_
‘ T
‘ |
SAL SAL SAL SAL SAL

On the next pages is a quiz on all the signs ‘}‘
studied so far. repeated




Section Seven

Qulz

1. wa 2., a¥ 3. as 4, at 5. ak
L [ [ 1 |

6. te 7. mi 8. GUy 9. si 10. kam
S i - |
11. GAL 12. =i 13. zu 14. kum 15. ga
A T . i
16. nim  17. up 18, ti 19. 5i 20, L0
I T |
2l. ba 22, ia 23, UTU 24, al 25. be
IR IR ne]
26. 1i 27, ri 28, bf{ 29. it 30, lu
| L e o] ]
3l. du 32. hi 33, el 34. ib 35. GUR
[ A |
36. si 37. ma 38. en 39. pu 40. ar
Y ]
4l. SAG _ 42. u¥ 43.DINGIR 44. pa 45, il
L | |
46. tum 47. ku 48. mu 49, ik 50, ul

119
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52.DUMU__ 53. um 54, 94 55, GI¥

ni 58. u 59. ah 60, tu

me 63. U 64, ir 65, ru

i 68. ki 69, nu 70. Za

IKU 73. e 74. E 75. sa

-

da l?a. i [79. Xu 80, DI3

gi 83. na 84. ka 85. ta

[ ]

ra 88, AMAR |89. Eum 90. uk

MEE 93. ab 94 95, lam

la 98. bi 99, %ar 100, ¥A




1. 4T
6. 4T
11. B
16. <&F
21, 9T
26. VT
BT
36. VEIT
41. %8
46. W
51,4TH
56.
61.12
66.<¢FF
718
76.HIM=
8L, YRT#
86, AWF

91. -

96, FT

If you missed one sign, practice it here.

2. —
7. 4F
12, ¥
17.

22. W%
27. FIKT
32, 4

37. 9

42. W

4718
52.HE
57. %

62. %

67. 7N
72057

77, BT
82.V 4
87. 5T
92, Tk

97.v8Y

ANSWERS

3. FEm
8.%T¢
13. w1
18, WK
23,47
28,y
33, 4
38. ¥R
43.9%
a8, r
53,51
LER
63. <
68. <18
3. 9%
8.9
83.vr
88, <%
93. | T
98. W
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5. Vi
10, 4v<
15, ¥
20. B
25, %<
30. 78T
35,87
40, <TWIRT
45, A
50, 4FT#
55. ©
60, Vel
65. §Im
70. T
75

80. 7
85. ¢H N

90. Ak
95,4741

100. 477

If you missed

more than one, return to the sections where the signs were

first introduced and work again through them,

Sign
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Section Eight

556 The next sign is nin, F{g , which is SAL,
, Plus ma, B . As a logogram read NIN the
sign means 'lady' and is translated by Akkadian
"
beltu. Try it: t o (I }H .

nin nin nin nin nin

nin nin nin nin nin

Transliterate:

BT oE .
W R L

s

repeated

Put into cuneiform:
dNIN « GAL-um-mi
‘the goddess Ningal is mother '
(a personal name

[N A .

*nin-da-bu 'bread offering’

L

Sa-nin-5u
'his equal"’
la te-nin-ni
'do not
punish me"

Practice pnin until you feel sure of it.

Keep it distinet in your mind from SAL.

nin SAL nin SAL nin

Wt
FETTT <4
e -

P ED S

repeated



557 The next sign is dam, IWE , whieh is
exactly the same as nin, fl—E' , except for one
additional horizontal wedge in the ma element.
As a logogram it is read DAM and means 'spouse’
with the Akkadian equivalents mutu 'husband' and

ak¥atu 'wife'. Try it:tﬂ"r . 5 i‘ﬁ .
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dam dam dam dam dam
[
dam dam dam dam dam
pa
Transliterate: '

A ER .

ame AR b I i

repeated

dam-ga i-ni
‘with

beautiful(?)
(?) eyes:'
fi-ri-dam
"he came
down'
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Put into cuneiform:

tim{=dam)-ka-ru ‘'merchant’

b | el

dam-tam if-pu-uk ‘'he heaped up destruction(?)’

I PO i PG

Practice dam until you feel sure of it. Be w e

sure to keep it distinct in your mind from nin. W
w 4y
dam nin dam nin dam
T 4
dam dam dam dam dam

e b

repeated




564 The next sign is el, f‘ﬂ'ﬂ , composed of
SAL's first element, plus si plus a vertical,

writtenf ,t‘ﬂT , t"ﬂ"ﬂ . Try it:
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el el el el el
el el el el el
Transliterate: Pamr
f“ﬂ"‘l‘f T = | repeated

oo - ]

Put into cuneiform:

el-gi-i% *joyfully'

el-me-5u
'(a stone)'

el-li-b
"Ta plant)'

el-bi-i¥ 'proudly'

Practice el until you feel sure of it.

el el el el el

o e

pLud==if

al el el el el

A
e
repeated
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565 The next sign is lum, ftt: . which begins

like SAL, ‘fV— , but ends in four horizentals.
LEMRUES S i 1 <
lum lum lum lum lum
lum lum lum lum lum
Transliterate: tﬂ:

HOEE JE he - Ea

Wa <E AT I .

repeated

Put into cuneiform:

ba-la-lum ‘'to mix'

|

—lum-ki 'your(feminine) well-being'
Y

|

Zu-uk-lu-lum
"te
complete’
gi-mi-il-lum
‘act of
kindness'

Practice lum and el.

lum el lum el lum

lum lum lum lum lum

w1t
o P qe

P o

repeated



570 The next sign is MIN, JT , a logogram for

the number 2, translated by Akkadian %ina. It
is simply two DIS signs, T . Try it:
MIN MIN MIN MIN MIN
MIN MIN MIN MIN MIN
Transliterate: T’
BT TU 4 repeated
CICI ol g I B
Put into cuneiform: E 2-KAM
'second
Uy 12(=10+2)-KAM ‘twelfth day'| house'
SAG.AMAR
2=KAM
'second' head
H
LO 12-KAM ttwelfth mant | \°F) calf
Practice MIN until you feel sure of it. L (TT A<
MIN MIN MIN MIN MIN m O A
MIN MIN MIN MIN MIN
o

repeated
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575 The next sign is ur, IDE’ , which is the
opposite of ib,PHIT . 1Ib has the element me,

T— , first. Try ur.
ur ur ur ur ur
ur ur ur ur ur
Transliterate: T.fﬁ'
AV Ric:o - repeated
LS RN 2
Put into cuneiform: im-bu-ur
'he
pu-zu-ur ‘'secret of' du-ur ‘'wall of' received'
Qt-ﬁ-ti
"of reed’

Practice ur until you feel sure of it.

Keep
it distinect in your mind from ib.
ur ib ur ib ur
1
|
ur ur ur ur ur

#rnm
9

oS

T3 pr

repeated




579 The next sign is a, T} , the final element

in e, F¥ Try it:
a a a a a
a a a a a
Transliterate: hii
hii H #E = repeated
™ 4T
Put into cuneiform: a-ma-tum
Tword'
kR ' !
a-ka=lu to eat a-di
| ‘until’
—
a-pu-ul 'I replied'

L[]

Practice a until you feel sure of it,

a a a a a

T P
T 4 T¢

T*

repeated
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586 The next sign is ga, za, ¥%¥ , which is the
final inscribed element in E,tﬂ « Try it:

sa sa sa sa sa
-
.
sa Fa sa ga sa
Transliterate: p2
F BT 44— = repeated

woE &

Put into cuneiform: sa-ra-pu

e burn'
pa-ga-du 'to cut' thsburn

sa-la-ni
'of becom-
ing dark’'

i-ga-a-a-ad ‘he makes his rounds'

|

Practice ga until you feel sure of it. Be ﬁ‘. + 'ﬁ]
sure to keep it distinct in your nind from a.

sa a sa a sa FE W RW

sa sa sa sa sa

"W

repeated
|
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589 The next sign is pa, T¥< , which is sa, |§ |
plus U, < . Try it:
ha ha ha ha ba
ha ha ha ha ha
Transliterate: | <
e fIm = | repeated
T b P -
Put into cuneiform: ba-ru-bu
0 0
ba-ah-hu ‘'spittle' carcb
“—'I te-er-ha-tu
| | | 'bride
L | price’
ha-du-{i 'to be happy'
Practice ha until you feel sure of it. Be TR L HFR WY
E= |
sure to keep it distinct in your mind from sa. |
by BT Bme
ha Fa ha sa ba
| | T
| |
|
ha ha ha ha ha |
<

repeated
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595 The next sign is GIN, JIH , a logogram for
‘shegel', a small nmeasure of weight equivalent to
about 8,33 grams in some periods:; the Akkadian

translation is biglu. Try it:] ,w_ P 11 S

T, yoE .
oin afn oin cin ain
GIN Gin cin GIN Gcin
Transliterate: m
T mE 4y = repeated
¢ TR R W4 =
Put into cuneiform: l\GiN
=t KU, BABBAR
i-na 1 GIN GAL ‘'according to one large shegel' 'l sheqel
silver’
E 10 Gin
KU, GI
2 GIN za-ba-lum '2 sheqels of (a resin)' .lgoig?qels
Practice GIN until you feel sure of it. W HT T
Gin cin cin cin Gfn e B
e R
" T
GIN GIN GIN GIN GIN

Tre

repeated




You have now studied the basic signs of the
cuneiform system. If you have learned them, you
may be justly proud of your achievement. The
task of mastering the cuneiform system lies now
in learning other values for the signs you know
and in learning the other, less frequently used
signs. If the active method of sign learning
has proven useful for you, you should try sys-
tematically to learn to recognize and to pro-
duce signs that occur in your reading or which
your teacher recommends.

On the following pages is a quiz over all
the basic signs.

133
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FINAL QUIZ

1. ak 2. ga 3, IKU 4, ib 5. ia

6. GIS 7, tum 8. lum 9. uk 10 . AMAR

11, tu 12. da 13. at 14, el 15. ba

16, kam 17, mi 18. =zi 19, ni 20. GUR

21 te 22. SAL 23. e 24. la 25.DINGIR

[ I N

26. MIN 27, in 28, bi 28. im 30. pa

I N

31. si 32. lam  33. ha 34. GAL  35. nu

i nadle BN

36. 24 37. ur 38. mu 39, £ 40. ar

41. $um 42, zu 43. Bar  44. dam  45. hu

I T

46, ul 47. du 48. am 49. ra 50. gi

L[ T - [ "

51. me 52. U 53. up 54. na 55. as

I R R B

L




56. pu 57. lu 58. ga 59. bi 60. %u
[ I
61.DUMU 62, a 63. ka 64. al 65, ir
| |

66. ru 67. tim 68. GIN 69. UTU 70, ab
| | | |
71. Sa 72. GUq4  73. i 74. U 75. DI3
| | el W PRae
76. ma 77. nam 78. di 79. sa 80. ul
| | | | el
81. ki 82. a 83. hi 84, ta 85. ku
b wa - | | | o d
(§§. SAG 87, it g8. L 89, KU 90, en

R P [ 23]
91. ri 92. nim 93. MEX 94. ah 95. ik
| I ol
96. um 97, il 98. wa 99. be 100, nin
| I sl
101, 5i 102. sa 103. eX 104, 1i 105. kum
| | |
106. %e 107. @ 108, gi  109. i& 110, ti

|

|

135
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1R

6. H
1.8
16. dv<
21.%7
26,77
31.MT
36,47
41 W5
46, ¢T¢
51, ™
56, K
-3
66. £
71. En
76. &
Bl. JE
86. W
91, FIWT
96. BT
101, <Tr—
106. #

IR AR AFTAEE S

(X
-~

o ;o BB W
e LT B T ]

72, F1¢
77, WI¥
82.r

87. [T
92. T
97. BT
102. V&

107.HM=

ANSWERS

3.
8.t
13, 8
18, W4
23.1F
28. H
33, <
38, it
43,489
48. F2
53.
58,4

634
68. IR
73. ¥
78.4TH
83, 4
88. B
93, Trii
98, 41—
103,44

108 . FET

CLEEBEBRNEE o
EAORIY 35T

B2
8

74, <Y
7. %
84, T
83, <%
94,4 YHF
99, v<
104 . WY
109. T

5. HFF
10. <5
15. T
20, T
25, P
30. ¥
35. g~
40, <TITIT
45, VKT
50, W4
55. FR%
60.
65.
70, BT
75. T
80. W
as. &
90. L
95. FET4
100. 1
105. W
110, <K

If you missed one sign, practice it here. If you missed
more than one, go back to the places where the signs were
first presented and work again through those parts.

Sign
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Alphabetic List of Values

Only values taught within this workbook are listed here.
The number to the right of the sign indicates the page num-
ber of the workbook where the sign was first presented.
signs for numbers are grouped at the end of this list.

a T 129 p1§ T 111 ik WRTL 21
ab 36 dau BRI 55 IKU 5 29
ad ¥ 45 puMu B 44 il B 54
ag VB 26 im A&WF 93
ah  AwW 92 e VR 67 in pHw 47
ak VPR 26 £ w72 ip PU 114
al B 65 o AW 52 iq T4 21
am m 49 ol m 125 ir bW 61
AamMAR <% 99 en A o3 is W 63
an W 5 en VR 27 is B 63
ap  WT 36 er R 61 i¥ U se
aa ¢ e & 110 ‘e T 75
ar {IWTHET 102 ga VT T iz B 63
as  FEH = GaL B 78 xa MPT 6
asg ;En, ki:] s

S e kam 4v< 94
ad = 2 gi VFA 23 5
at W 45 KAM & 94

Gin JIE 132

ki <J® 108

az  WEW 38

ei¥ W &3 ku TH 1S
ba wT 3 oug VI 64 K0 F 109
BABBAR 47 84 GuR HT 30 kum ¥4 51
be ¥< 13
bi tf 59 b: ‘:‘ 1;1 la 'E' 7
¢ b lam <M 98
oi AR 20 hu VT 19
by A o 1 HEET 9
) 1 O a2 12 I 116
. e ia W 43 L6 B 74
dam W 123 b P 114 lum B 126

di <TE 104
DINGIR W 5

id AT 75 ma ¥ 77
ip Av 92 me T+ 112
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MEE T 113
ni = 96
MIN T 127

ma e 10
na KT 14
nam ¥YHT%# 20
ni W 60
nim & 97
nin P 122

16

62
86
82

11

wL
=3
£
20—
v
qa e 71

|z

WY
VIRT
fmr

Vi

ra 73
re 24
ri 24
ru 1z
sa 28
sac WTRE 22
sar b 117
si WT 31
sa W 130
si YT 46
ta ET 79
34 4 90
Sar VB 48
e ¥ 81
51 < 101

ir

an
33

41
a4
83
15
25

56

95
68
103

66
a4
37
92
a7
100
40
66
37
128
57
B4
B84

B6
86
86

130
22

1

Humbers

T 111
= 29

2T 12 7

10



XA E3 gsREEAE $4E0

53

i
M4

FannwAgEy
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List of Signs

Only values taught within this workbook are listed; the
number to the right indicates the page number of the workbook
where the sign was first presented.

a1 2,29 W5 %um 33 B e &7

ba 3 BT ab,ab 36 BFME & 68

zu 4 PE&  uk,uq,ug 37 ¢ qé,ga 71
DINGIR, VAR as,az,as 38 WIT £ 72

an 5 B um 40 BY ra 73
ka 6 B ta 41 i i 74
Ry FE <4 a2 BT it,id 75
tu 8 ¥ ia 43 BaT da 76
e WE bumu a4 B ma 77

o 510 W at,ad 45 ¥ GAL 78
9811 B si 46 E’r #a 79

ot wm  in 47 W Su 80

bas s WY Sar 48 4 Fe 81
s W am 49 46— pu,bu 82
et BE b S0 %] te 83
A RLE ¥ kum 51 4y UTU,BABEAR,
e e
ik,igq 21 S dw. 98 A7 wa,wi, wu,
o FE  tum 56 pi 86
R Wroous 57 48R 90
a3 K is 58 % plee)
ri,re 24 B bi 59 Awr ab, ib,

tim 25 W oni 60 eh,uh 92
ak,aq,ag 26 W dr.er 61 AV im,em 93

en 27 ¥ pa 62 A< kam,KAM 94

sa 28 | < wuv,10 95

IKU 29 is,iz,is 63 e mi 96

GUR 30 Wt gus 64 <4< nim 97

si 31 BT al es <A lam 98

SAG 32 B up,ub 66 4 amar 99



e« <8 AFTEFwEVE 17 ~2282351%%

ul 100

£i 101

ar 102

i 103

di 104

ki 108

KU 109

es 110
pI%,1 111
me 112

MES 113
ib,ip 114
ku 115

lu 1lle
SAL,GEME 117
nin,NIN 122
dam, DAM 123
el 125

lum 126
MIN,2 127
ur 128

a 129
sa,za 130

ba 131

ofn 132
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